Quest for the Best.

By Kent Donnelly

Throughout all countriesthat were oncetied to the British Commonwealth, we have always
used the “British” 100 point system in order to evaluate the Roller song. Without exception,
thishas also been the only system of scoring that was ever used in Canada.

Therearetwo reasonswhy werefer to thissystem as*”British” and they both have to do
with origin. Thefirst reason isthat this song standard was developed in England and the
second isthat the British werefirst to base their system of scoring on a scale 100 points.

TheBritish are great loversof variety. We have evidence of thisby the many “ Type”
canariesthat were bred and developed by them during thelast few centuries. Even though
many of these are still with ustoday; there were some that became extinct. We, in the
Roller Canary fancy, can easily identify with such trends, considering all the many times
that our own trendswith various strains of Rollers have changed.

The British quest for variety doesn’t stop with Type Canaries, however. They also enjoy a
lot of variety in what they hear. | sincerely believe that thisiswhat led them to want more
tours from their Rollers. If so, then it would clearly explain how their desirefor variety led
them to abandon their Four Tour Seifert nobility, in favor of their Multitoured Glucke.

In the beginning, their only Glucke Rollers of notable worth were those that they imported
from the Volkman brothers of Germany. Whilethe Volkmanstried to improve Glucke,
they did not accomplish much by way of variety. On the other hand, Seifert did accomplish
high quality in his Rollers by working in the opposite direction of the Volkmansin order to
constrain Glucke. For thisreason, the British Seiferts were not known for thistour. Since
the English did not breed Volkmans as extensively asthey did Seiferts, they heard very
little Gluckein their country until after their first Water Glucke Rollers wereimported. It
wasn’t until then that the British became serious about thistour. A campaign to breed
Water Gluck mainly with Seiferts soon followed. The result wasthat new strainswere
developed and it was from these strains, that the British found morevariety in the song.
Also, it wasfrom these birdsthat the name “Multitour Roller” first came about.

What some Roller enthusiasts areless aware of isthe history that existsprior tothe
Multitour Roller. It wasn’t until morethan six years after the B.R.C.C. wasformed, that
thefirst Water Glucke Rollerswere brought into England. Until that time, the B.R.C.C.
strongly favored only German Nobles; primarily for their four tours. Thetoursof the day
were: Hollow Roll, Hollow Bell, Schockel and Flute.

*These werelater changed to: Hollow Roall, Bass Roll, Hollow Bell, and Flute.



